
MIRRABOOKA 
NAIDOC Cultural Celebration 

FREE Community Event
Date: Monday 8 July 2019   |  Time: 10.00am - 2.00pm 
Venue: Stirling Leisure Centres - Herb Graham 
 38 Ashbury Crescent, Mirrabooka 

Live Music  |  Children’s Rides And Entertainment  |  Information Stalls  |  Sausage Sizzle And Kangaroo Stew



Artist Statement

Kylie Ricks-Graham
I am a descendant of the Ballardong and Wadjak people from wheatbelt and Perth regions. My 
ancestor’s family names are Collard, Bennell, Websdale/Garlett and the Jackson Families.  I 
grew up in Bassendean and know most of the families that come from this region.

With approval and the input of Elders at Wadjak Community Centre, I was privileged to design a 
poster that represented the Nyoongar and Torres Strait Islander people and the City of Stirling. 

The Aboriginal flag in the centre of the art is in the shape of an aerial map of the City of Stirling. 
It represents the Nyoongar families and their ancestors that reside on Nyoongar country. The 
footprints are walking to the centre of the art indicating we are all coming together on Nyoongar 
country, as we do when we share NAIDOC together. The trail is green and blue to represent the 
City of Stirling’s colours. 

Below the Aboriginal flag is the Herdsman Lake along with the Balga tree. The Balga tree is 
placed in the middle, as they are a sacred tree to Nyoongar people and can be found all over 
this area. Other animals in the artwork are important to the Nyoongar people as they are a part 
of our traditional stories and bring us messages. They are the; Boyi/Tortoise, Koolbarri/Magpie 
and Djiti Djiti/Willy Wagtail. The picture also holds our traditional story of the Wagyl. The Wagyl 
travels through our county in our water ways and created our land. In this picture the Wagyl 
has moved up to the top of the page and is resting next to the flag of the Torres Strait Islander 
people. For Nyoongar people the Wagyl holds the water ways that our ancestors walked and 
we still walk to this day. The water ways are Star Swamp, Careniup Swamp, Dog Swamp and 
Lake Gwelup.  

To the left to the painting Nyoongar people can be seen travelling to the beach to hunt with 
dolphins. You can see this pictured with dolphins driving the fish into shore at Scarborough 
and surrounding beaches. Traditionally the water was tapped as songs were sung. This was a 
sign for the dolphins to drive the fish to Nyoongar people who would catch them to feed their 
families.

Next to the top right of the Aboriginal flag is a meeting symbol and people coming together on 
the green lawn. That is our community coming together every year to celebrate NAIDOC Day in 
Mirrabooka.
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